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DISCOURSE. 


Cautiously  as  I  have  avoided  the  de- 
lineation of  charader  or  the  difcuflion  of  public 
affairs  in  the  delk,  I  now  feel  the  propriety  of  in- 
troducing them.  Yet  let  it  not  be  thought  that 
I  miftake  the  office  of  the  chriftian  teacher,  or 
mifapply  the  appropriate  ferviceof  this  facred  day. 
I  do  not  interrupt  the  folemnities  of  the  fanftu- 
ary  to  compliment  human  greatnefs  or  flatter 
human  vanity.  I  come  not  to  blend  the  fpirit  of 
the  world  with  the  ceremonies  of  religion.  But 
I  come  to  humble  the  pride  and  abafe  the  afpiring 
thoughts  of  man,  by  fhewing  that  the  higheft 
elevation  of  rank,  or  dignity  of  flation,  gives  no 
fecurity,  no  prerogative,  againft  the  common 
fate.  I  come  to  remind  you  that  the  great  as 
well  as  the  fmall  are  alike  mortal,  and  that^ 
though  potentates  and  rulers  are  ftiled  Gods, 
they  muft  die  like  7nen.  I  come  to  fliew  you  the 
enfigns  of  the  mighty  defpoikd  by  death  and 
made  trophies  of  the  grave  :  and  to  read  you  a 
falutary  leffon  on  tlie  inftability  of  all  earthly 
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expeflatlons  and  glory.  I  come  to  tell  you 
that  the  afferter  of  our  country's  caufe  ,  the 
purchafer  of  its  liberties,  and  the  guardian  of 
its  Independence  is  no  more  : — that  Washing- 
ton is  dead  ! — The  folemn  tidings  are  echoed  in 
groans  throughout  our  continent.  The  intelli- 
gence ftrikes  an  awe  which  will  be  felt  through- 
out the  world.  Well  may  we  exclaim  in  thofc 
words  inferted  in  the 

2d.  SAMUEL,    I.    19. 

"  HOW    ARE    THE    MIGHTY    FALLEN^    AN^D    THE 
WEAPONS     OF     WAR    PERISHED  !" 

Again  are  we  allured  that  the  mightieft 
cannot  relift  the  power  of  death.  He  who 
braved  the  deflroyer  in  the  field  of  battle,  when 
"  thoufands  fell  at  his  fide,  and  ten  thoufand  at 
his  right  hand  j"  the  intrepid  hero,  the  invinci- 
ble warrior,  muft  at  length  fall  before  the  con- 
queror of  conquerors,  before  whom  "  flight  fliall 
fail  the  fwift,  the  ftrong  fhall  not  fiirengthen  his 
force,  neither  fliall  the  mighty  prevail  ;'*  for  no 
courage  can  withftand  that  conteft,  and  "  there 
is  no  difcharge  in  that  war."  Elfe  Washington, 
*'  the  valiant,  the  mighty  man,  the  man  of  war," 
had  yet  lived  fecure  in  his  valor,  invincible  in  his 
might.  But  the  "  laft  enemy"  hath  obtained  a 
vidory  o^'er  him,  and  completed  a  triumph, 
which  proftrates  a  nation's  glory. 
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At  this  moment,  when  every  American  dwells 
upon  the  charafter  of  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased, with  admiration  of  his  virtues,  with 
gratitude  for  his  fervices,  with  lamentations  at 
his  death  ;  it  will  naturally  be  fuppofed  that 
"  the  priefts,  the  minifters  of  the  Lord,  will 
mourn  alfo  at  the  altar,"  and  "  figh  with  bitter- 
nefs  becaufe  of  the  tidings"  that  "  the  mighty 
man  is  fallen  by  whom  the  Lord  gave  deliver- 
ance to  our  nation  :"  and  you^  my  hearers,  will 
ea:pe£t  me  to  give  utterance  to  your  feelings  and 
my  own  on  this  folemn  occafion.  Come,  then, 
let  us  difcourfe  of  Washington.  The  fubjed 
cannot  fail  of  being  interelling  and  edifying. 

To  the  biographer  and  the  hiftorian  belong 
the  narrative  of  his  life,  and  the  detail  of  his 
military  and  political  fervices.  The  very  annals 
of  our  federated  republic  are  but  records  of  his 
deeds,  its  national  importance  and  profperity  a 
monument  to  his  glory.  Yet  it  cannot  be  amifs, 
my  hearers,  to  remind  you  of  a  few  particulars 
which  will  fhew  how  many  are  our  obligations 
for  his  fervices,  and  how  much  reafon  we  have 
to  revere  his  memory. 

He  feemed  to  be  raifed  up  by  Heaven  and 
Specially  qualified  for  the  confpicuous  part  he 
was  to  a6t  on  the  theatre  of  life.  Favored 
with  a  firm  and  robuft  confiitution  of  body,  a 


C      6      ] 

bold  and  enterpriling  fplrit,  and  a  clear  and 
comprehenfive  mind,  he  was  alike  calculated  to 
endure  the  hardfliips  and  lead  the  forces  of  the 
field  ;  and  to  dired  the  counfels  and  execute  the 
deciiions  of  the  cabinet. 

His  early  youth  was  honored  vnth  military 
rank,  and  employed  in  a  civil  embafly  :*  and 
exhibited  fpecimens  of  valor,  prudence,  wifdom, 
and  fidelity,  ftrongly  indicative  of  future  great- 
nefs  jt  fo  that  a  pious  and  eminent  divine  of 
thofe  days, J  fpeaking  of  his  gallant  fervices, 
lays,  "  I  may  point  out  to  the  public  that  heroic 
youth.  Colonel  Washington,  whom  I  cannot 
but  hope  Providence  has  hitherto  preferved  in 
fo  fignal  a  manner  for  fome  important  fervice  to 
Ms  country." 

We  will  pafs  on  to  the  time  when  thefe  pro- 
phetic words  were  to  receive  their  accomplilh- 

*  In  the  year  i75'3r  at  the  age  of  21,  and  already  a  major 
and  adjutant  general  in  the  Provincial  fervice,  he  was  deputed 
by  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  hold  a  treaty  with  various  na- 
tions of  the  Weftem  Indians  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was 
honoured  with  a  miffion  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  on  the  Ohio,  remonftrating  againft  the  inroads  they 
were  making  on  the  territory  of  Virginia,  in  violation  of  fub- 
£Iling  treaties  between  England  and  France. 

f  "  The  gravit7  and  prudence  of  his  youth 
The  world  then  noted  ;    and  his  name  was  great 
In  mouths  of  wifeft  cenfure." 

i;.  Rev.  Mr.  Davie  s>  tiaen  of  Virginiar  afterwards  Prefident 
cyf  Princeton  College.    . 
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ment,  and  the  "  important  fervice"  which  they 
predicted  was  to  be  performed. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  late  revolution, 
the  provincial  congrefs,  apprized  of  his  abilities, 
bravery  and  worth,  "  unanimoufly  elected  and 
appointed  him  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
forces  raifed  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence  of 
the  Colonies."  With  unaffeded  diffidence  he 
accepted  the  "  extenfive  and  important  truft,'* 
declining  in  the  moll  noble  and  difmterelied 
manner,  all  pecuniary  recompence  ;  and  entered 
upon  its  "  momentous  duties'*  with  a  refolution 
to  exert  every  power  he  polTelTed  in  the  fervice 
of  his  injured  country,  and  for  the  fupport  of  its 
glorious  caufe  :  and  he  did  exert  them^  with  the 
utmoft  vigor  and  the  happieft  effecL 

Recollect,  my  friends,  for  one  moment, 
the  perplexing  cares  with  which  he  was  befet, 
and  the  inexpreffibly  trying  difficulties  he  had 
to  encounter.  Behold  him  leading  to  the  field  a 
multitude  of  hardy  peafants,  haftily  aflembled, 
deficient  in  military  experience  and  Ikill,  mifera- 
bly  equipped,  and  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of 
warlike  ftores,  to  contend  with  the  braveft  gene- 
rals, and  beft  difciplined  troops*  of  the  mightieft 
empire  on  the  globe  !  Behold  him  marftialling 
and  exercifing  his  foldiers  ;  forming  them  to 

*  Hence  they  were  called  Regulars  through  the  whole  war. 
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habits  of  fubordination  ;  inuring  them  to  fa- 
tigue J  reconciling  them  to  hardfliips  ;  accuf- 
toming  them  to  fuftain  with  patience  the  long 
and  tedious  marches,  the  decampments,  the  re- 
treats, the  fickneiTes,  and  the  dangers  of  a  doubt- 
ful and  protradled  war  ;  filencing  their  mur- 
murs and  quelling  their  difcontents  when  they 
were  deftitute  of  money  and  unfupplied  with 
proviiions  ;  training  them  by  the  pradice  of 
military  evolutions  to  bafHe  the  deligns  or  de- 
feat the  attacks  of  a  powerful  enemy  ;  at  times 
artfully  magnifying  their  ftrength,or  dexteroufly 
concealing  their  weaknefs  ;  mitigating  the  ca- 
lamities of  war  and  preventing  the  needlefs  effu- 
iion  of  human  blood  ;  wafting,  by  prudent  de- 
lays, the  forces  of  his  adverfaries,  and  tiring 
them  out  by  avoiding  a  deciiive  a6tion  ;  and 
finally  triumphing  over  every  obftacle  which 
feemed  infurmountably  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
his  arms  and  the  freedom  of  his  country  1  And 
then  fay,  was  he  not  juft  fuch  a  character  as  our 
exigencies  required,  and  did  he  not  purfue  juft 
fuch  a  line  of  condud  as  was  beft  adapted  to  his 
own  critical  fituation  ?  Had  his  management 
been  lefs  conciliatory,  our  own  divifions,  oppo- 
lite  interefts  and  views,  muft  have  proved  our 
deftru6lion.  Had  he  been  lefs  prudent,  "  our 
enemies  had  fwallowed  us  up  quicldy."  Had  he 
been  lefs  economical,  our  fcanty  refources  would 
have  funk  our  affairs  irretrievably  low.     Or  had 
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he  been  capable  of  the  mercenary  conduct  and 
vile  defedion  of  an  Arnold,  and  abandoned  his 
poll,  our  armies  had  been  immediately  deftroyed 
and  our  caufe  entirely  ruined.  But  Washing- 
ton not  only  poffeffed  the  prudence,  the  wifdom, 
the  perfeverance,  and  the  valor  which  the  great 
occafion  demanded  ;  but  the  integrity  and  de- 
votednefs  to  the  caufe  which  confirmed  the  ju- 
dicioufnefs  of  his  appointment  to  the  command 
of  our  armies,  and  aiTured  all  that  the  confidence 
was  well  placed  which  intrufted  him  with  the 
interefts  and  the  hopes  of  America. 

The  glorious  termination  of  the  arduous  con- 
teft  which  clofed  his  military  career  with  fuccefs, 
and  crowned  his  country  with  liberty,  indepen- 
dence, and  peace,  gave  to  his  fame  a  luftre  fupe- 
rior  to  that  of  the  moft  fhining  characters  in  an* 
tient  or  modern  times. 

Former  heroes  were  ftimulated  to  deeds  of 
civil  enterprife  or  exploits  of  martial  achievement 
by  ambitious  defigns  of  perfonal  aggrandizement 
or  the  lawlefs  lull  of  power  :  but  he  accepted 
command  with  reluctance  ;  exercifed  it  with 
moderation  ;  voluntarily  religned  it,  when  he 
had  accompliftied  the  purpofes  for  which  it  had 
been  given,  with  the  fame  humility  with  which 
he  received  it  ;  and  with  cheerful  fatisfaftion 
quitted  the  fplendid  honors  of  exalted  rank  and 
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public  office,  for  the  lowly  fliade  of  retirement 
and  the  unambitious  ftation  of  a  private  citizen. 
Former  heroes  fought  to  extend  their  territo- 
ries and  accumulate  property,  and  returned 
laden  with  the  fpoils  of  foes  they  had  vanquifhed 
and  cities  they  had  facked  :  but  he  fought  only 
to  benefit  his  country,  endured  the  fatigues  and 
perils  of  war,  and  refufed  aU  pecuniary  remun- 
eration but  what  was  barely  adequate  to  defray 
his  neceffary  expenfes  ;  deeming  his  felf  fuf- 
ficiently  rewarded  in  having  ferved  his  country 
and  deferved  well  of  it.*  How  matchlefs  this 
conduct  !  How  unrivalled  does  Washington 
appear. 

Instead  of  employing  an  army  now  entirely 
devoted  to  him,  and  diffatisfied  with  being  dif- 
banded  without  receiving  their  ftipulated  wages, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  his  felf  fupreme  or 

*  *'  Ambition  never  was  his  leading  aim, 
But  patriotifm  infpir'd  his  great  emprife  : 
He  fought  by  noble  adions  in  her  fervice. 
To  merit  well  of  his  beloved  country, 
Nor  higher  did  his  thoughts  affect  to  rife.'* 

A  British  poet  has  tlius  celebrated  our  hero  : 

"The  honeft  mufe  to  virtue  true 

Now  gives  the  applaufe  to  merit  due  ; 

With  Washington  adorns  her  ftrain. 

His  fixt  contempt  of  fordid  gain. 

His  fixt  contempt  of  fordid  art, 

And  all  the  virtues  of  his  heart, 
By  wealth  untempted  or  ambition's  luft, 
Confiftent  with  himfelf,  and  to  his  country  juft." 
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redreffing  their  grievances,  he  took  an  affeftion- 
ate  leave  of  the  troops,  requefted  them  to  rely  on 
the  juftice  of  their  much  indebted  country  for 
the  reward  of  their  faithful  fervices,  and  moft 
earneftly  recommended  to  them  "  with  ftrong 
attachment  to  the  Union  to  carry  with  them 
into  civil  fociety  the  moft  conciliating  difpofi- 
tions,  and  prove  not  lefs  virtuous  and  ufeful  as 
citizens,  than  they  had  been  perfevering  and 
viaorious  as  foldiers."  They  complied  ;  for 
their  beloved  General  gave  the  advice,  and  fet 
the  example.  Converting  the  inftruments  of 
war  into  the  implements  of  hufbandry,  he  retired 
to  enjoy  with  his  happy  countrymen  the  hard- 
earned  bleflings  of  liberty  and  peace. 

It  would  be  pleafmg  to  follow  him  to  his  en- 
deared home,  to  fhare  his  hofpitality  and  partake 
his  friendftiip,  and  learn  from  him  a  dignified 
and  exemplary  difcharge  of  the  relative  and  fo- 
cial  duties.  But  he  is  called  to  engage  in  new 
fcenes  and  to  perform  new  fervices.  He  had 
been  inftrumental  in  rearing  the  "  ftupendous 
fabric  of  freedom  and  empire':  but,  though 
built  on  a  firm  bafis  and  with  fohd  materials, 
though  well  finifhed  wiihout,  there  were  needed 
fome  conneaing  braces  within,  and  material  re- 
pairs were  found  expedient  through  the  whole 
interior  which  had  been  conftruaed  only  as  a 
temporary  accommodation.     The  matter  builder 
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of  the  whole  was  defired,  with  others,  to  fuggeft 
the  neceflary  alterations  and  improvements. 
The  refult  was  a  new  modeling  of  the  inner  ap- 
partments  and  the  addition  of  more  pillars  to 
fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  edifice. 

The  new  confederation  having  been  propofed 
and  adopted,  Washington  was  unanimoully 
called  upon  to  adminiller  the  government  ;  for 
we  had  "  no  man  like  minded  who  naturally 
cared  for  our  ftate,"  who  fo  "  loved  our  nation," 
and  whom  the  people  fo  much  confided  in  and 
"  delighted  to  honor."  With  his  character- 
iftic  felf  diffidence  and  difintereftednefs  he  ac- 
cepted the  truft,  and  governed  us  in  peace  with 
a  wifdom  excelling  the  bravery  with  which  he  had 
defended  us  in  war.  To  his  "  moderation,  per- 
feverance  and  firmnefs,"  his  judicious  adminif- 
tration,  comprehenfive  forefight,  and  watchful 
care,  do  we  owe  our  neutral  pofition,  our  ex- 
emption from  the  diftracling  politics  and  de- 
ftruftive  wars  of  the  European  nations,  and  our 
continued  profperity  and  peace. 

Having  been  twice  eleded  President  of 
THE  United  States,  and  for  eight  years  faith- 
fully and  honorably  difcharged  the  arduous 
duties  of  that  exalted  ftation,  he  declined  all 
farther  fuffrages,  choofing  rather  to  lay  afide  the 
robes  of  power  and  be  difengaged  from  the  cares 
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of  ftate.  Yet,  on  quitting  the  theatre  of  public 
life,  on  which  he  had  acted  fo  confpicuous  and 
leading  a  part,  he  was  folicitous  to  improve  his 
influence  to  the  beft  purpofes  ;  and,  therefore, 
bequeathed  to  his  countrymen  his  affectionate 
counfel,  the  refult  of  long  experience  and  judi- 
cious obfervation,  fraught  with  the  moft  zealous 
folicitude  for  their  welfare  and  the  moft  ardent 
wifhes  for  their  profperity.*  He  then  returned 
to  "  that  retirement  from  which  he  had  been 
reluctantly  drawn,'*  and  which,  he  faid,  "  de- 
clining years  induced  him  to  feek,  and  which 
repofe  to  a  mind  long  employed  in  public  con- 
cerns rendered  as  neceffary  as  it  was  welcome." 
But  neither  age  nor  folitude  could  damp  his 
patriotifm.  He  could  not  become  indifferent  to 
his  country's  welfare,  nor  infenfible  to  its  dan- 

*  The  following  extrafl  from  the  BrifiJJ?  yinalitlcal  Revieiv 
for  January  1797,  is  worth  repeating  in  America.  Narrat- 
ing the  events  of  the  preceding  year,  the  writer  remarks — 
"This  year  [1796]  General  Washington,  the  greateft  of 
contemporary  men,  refigned  the  Prefidency  of  the  American 
States.  Having  refcued  his  country  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
Enghfli  government  ;  and  reftored  it,  by  a  com.mercial 
treaty,  to  an  amicable  connexion  with  the  Englifh  nation  ; 
he  voluntarily  retired  from  power,  after  giving  the  moft  pro- 
found inftrudtion  and  advice  refpedling  union,  virtue,  liberty 
and  happinefs,  between  all  of  which  there  is  a  clofe  con- 
nexion, with  the  moft  ardent  prayers  for  the  profperity  and 
peace  of  America.  There  is  nothing  in  profane  hiftory  to 
which  this  fubhme  addrefs  to  the  ftates  can  be  compared.  In 
our  Sacred  Scriptures  we  find  a  parallel  in  that  recapitulation 
of  the  divine  inftrudions  and  commands,  which  the  legiflator 
of  the  Jews  made  in  the  hearing  of  Ifrael,  when  they  were 
about  to  pafs  the  Jordan." 
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gers.  "  When  every  thing  we  hold  dear  and 
facred  was  threatened,"  and  it  was  necelTary  to 
alTume  thepofture  of  defence,  he  magnanimoufly 
confented  once  more  to  take  the  Command  of 
our  Armies,  and  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his 
ftrength  and  life  in  fupporting  and  preferving  the 
dignity  and  independence  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  laft  a6l  of  his  great  eventful  drama 
was  now  doling.  "  It  correfponded  with  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life."  Though  fudden  and 
painful  the  cataftrophe,  he  fupported  it  with 
magnanimity  and  calmnefs  ;  and  with  graceful 
dignity  made  his  exit. 

Once  more  he  retires  from  the  cares  and  en- 
gagements which  had  worn  out  his  life  ;  not,  as 
before,  to  the  Ihades  of  Vernon,  but  to  the  mount 
of  OoD  :  not  to  a  ftiort,  interrupted,  and  imper- 
fed  repofe ;  but  to  enjoy  the  eternal,  undifturbed 
and  perfect  refrefliment  and  blifs  of  Heaven. 
"  He  refts  from  his  labors,  and  his  works  fol- 
low him"  to  receive  the  recompence  of  unfad- 
ing glory. 

Surely,  my  hearers,  he  is  to  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  moft  precious  gifts  of  Providence 
to  our  favored  country.  Let  us  blefs  God  for 
all  the  good  which  he  made  him  inftrumental  in 
procuring  for  us  j   and  that  his  life  and  ufeful- 
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nefs  were  fo  long  continued  ;  that  he  was  fpared 
to  us  till  he  had  accompliflied  the  moft  import- 
ant fervices  we  could  alfign  him  ;  and  that  he 
lived  to  fee  the  nation,  whofe  battles  he  had 
fought,  and  whofe  armies  he  had  conducted  tri- 
umphantly from  the  field  ;  the  nation,  whofe 
liberties  and  independence  he  had  affifted  in  ob- 
taining, and  in  whofe  government  he  had  pre- 
lided,  enjoying  in  the  higheft  degree  the  happy 
effeds  of  his  victories  and  counfels.  May  we 
never  forfeit  the  independence,  nor  rafhly  hazard 
the  profperity  he  helped  us  to  acquire,  and  fo 
well  taught  us  how  to  enjoy  and  improve. 
May  the  general  grief  at  his  deceafe  be  converted 
into  a  general  and  growing  attachment  to  thofe 
noble  principles  and  exalted  virtues  which  he 
honored  and  difplayed.  While  we  admire,  let 
us  imitate  his  difintereftednefs,  moderation, 
equanimity,  temperance,  hofpitality,  and  char- 
ity :  and  may  this  moral  worth  be  confecrated 
as  it  was  in  him,  by  a  fpirit  of  lincere,  uniform 
and  fervent  piety  towards  God,  and  a  difpoll- 
tion  of  warm  and  extenlive  benevolence  to  men. 

How  great  the  lofs  of  fo  much  excellence  ! 
"  How  is  the  mighty  man  fallen  by  whom  the 
Lord  gave  us  deliverance  !"  "  How  are  the 
weapons  of  war  perilhed"  in  which  we  trufted 
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for  defence  !  "  Our  breach  is  wide  as  the  fea  j 
who  can  heal  it  ?'*  Thoufands  of  men  die,  and 
are  replaced  :  but  the  death  of  fuch  a  man  as 
Washington  leaves  a  void  in  the  world  which 
ages  will  not  fill  up. 
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